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DIGGERS AND DEALERS MINING FORUM 
Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [12.10 pm]: On August 7 this year, 
I was fortunate to again attend the Diggers and Dealers Mining Forum in Kalgoorlie. The Diggers and Dealers 
conference is a showcase of Western Australia’s mining, mining services and mining technology sectors as well 
as the incredible entrepreneurial spirit that exists in our mining sector. I would like to thank the organisers of the 
event for once again inviting me back to speak at the gala dinner. This year’s event had over 2 400 attendees, the 
second highest ever attendance, and continued the overall sense of positivity in the sector since March 2017. Gold 
miners were once again the talk of the goldfields. However, this year’s Diggers and Dealers demonstrated the 
diversity that exists in the WA mining sector. Projects that were presented included copper, iron ore, nickel, rare 
earths, lithium, minerals sands and potash to name only a few. With the gold price at record highs in Australian 
dollar terms, strength in the iron ore and nickel markets resulted in the event being upbeat. The challenges facing 
some of the battery metals sector and the constant uncertainty of geopolitical trade relations were the main aspects 
causing caution during the week. 
A key component of Diggers and Dealers is the recognition of excellence that has occurred throughout the previous 
year. I would like to congratulate the award winners for 2019: Roy Hill Holdings for winning the Digger Award 
for being the industry standout Digger of the Year; Northern Star Resources for winning the Dealer Award, 
awarded for the most beneficial deal or joint venture each year, for its acquisition of the Pogo project in Alaska; 
Mark Creasy for winning the G.J. Stokes Memorial Award, for his contribution to the resources sector; 
Barry FitzGerald for winning the Media Award, for excellence in resources journalism; Bellevue Gold Limited 
for the Best Emerging Company; and Samuel La Macchia, from the Western Australian School of Mines, for 
winning the Ray Finlayson Medal for Leadership and Academic Excellence. Thank you to the organisers of the 
Diggers and Dealers conference, and I look forward to attending next year. 
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